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Letter dated 19 March 2001 from the Permanent Representative of
Georgia to the United Nations addressed to the President of the
Security Council

I have the hoaour (o transmit herewith the text of a letter dated 19 March 2001
from the President of Georgia, Mr. Eduard Shevardnadze, rcgarding the United
Nations-led peace process in Abkhazia, Georgia (see annex).

I should be grateful if you could have the present letter and its annex circulated
as a document of the Security Council.

(Signed) Peter Chkheidze ¢
Ambassador
Permanent Representative
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Annex to the letter dated 19 March 2001 from the Permanent
Representative of Georgia to the United Nations addressed to the
President of the Security Council

[ am sincercly happy fo once again be provided with an opportunity to address
this distinguished forum and would like to express my deep appreciation for the
speciel friendship and support you have shown towards Georgia and her problems.

This meeting closely cchoes the spirit of the Millcnnium Summit of the United
Nations, where the intemnational community most emphatically stressed the dangers
that uaresolved conflicts pase to the global peace and security.

The Millcnnium Summit was a clcar indication that the international
community is willing and rcady to undertake the task of protecting the world from
violence on whatever grounds it may occur — ethnic, territorial or religious.

Monumecntal efforts notwithstanding, neither the number of conflicts nor that
of the resulting casualtics has decreased in the past decade.

It is largely owing to thc “frozen conflicts™ that the plight of millions of
refugees and displaccd persons remains deplorable. Year after ycar these desperate
peoplc continue to be pushed cver closer to abandoning the last threads of hope.
Needless to say, this is a problem fraught with dire global consequences.

I cannot think of an alternative to empathizing with the personal tragedy of
every individual and applying joint eflorts to overcomc the common challenges.

By now, however, I must note with deepest rcgret that despite the numerous
Security Council resolutions, the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, remains extremcly
tense, with the problem still unresolved. The pecace process is essentially
deadlocked.

Unfortunately, backed by foreign reactionary forces, the Abkhaz regime
continues to stubbornly flout the peace process, and blatantly demonstrates its rigid,
uncompromising stance.

The results — tens of thousands of desperatc prople evicted from their native
hearths, tired of vain expectations of rcturning home — arc totally inconsistent with
the spirit of the new millcnnium.

On our part, we belicve that further efforts ought to be channelled in twa basic
directions: rcaching an agreemcnt on the political status of Abkhazia, with full
respect for the sovereignty and territorial intcgrity of Georgia and the unconditional
and dignified return of all refugees and internally displaced persons to their homes.

Regarding the first issue, we hold the view that the United Nations should draft
a document sctting forth the basic principles on distribution of constitutional
competencies between Thilisi and Sukhumi, and prior to its presentation to the sides,
the Security Council should deliberatc upon the document and grant its approval.

It is also desirable that the Sccurity Council deliberations on Abkhazia,
Georgia, as well as the subsequent resolution, should require the sides to overcome
the current impasse and achicve tangible progress on this issue. We believe that the
document on separation of constitutional competencies should become a basis [or
the further process of negotiations.

do17



¥

03/30/01 'FRI 14:48 FAX 212 963 9222 DPHA)
212 963 9222

@o1s

S/20017245

Present arduous conditions and the highly uncertain future of over 300,000
refugees and internally displaced persons require our decisive action to cnsure the
fulfilment by the current Abkhaz regime of its responsibilities, which primarily
consist in Securing unconditional rcturn of the displaced persons to their rightful
places of residcnce, Moreover, by no means can there be a linkage between the issuc
of the political status of Abkhazia, Georgia and the inalienable right of the refugees
and the intcrnally displaced to return to their homes.

We hope that the increased interest of the international community directed
towards Georgian problcms will enable us to utilize all the resources neccssary to
promote the peace process, and confidence-building mcasurcs retain a significant
place among them.

The Yalta Summit which was held with the genuine, friendly support of the
Ukrainian Government, as well as the rcsults of the respective mectings in Greece
and Turkey, shows that dircct contacts, including those between representatives of
different laycrs of society, have an enormous potential, In the implementation of the
decisions reached, goodwill is of paramount importance and its manifestation should
be encouraged and, in many cases, rigorously rcquired.

I would likc to cxtend my particular thanks to the Government of Ukraine for
the successful organization of the Yalta Summit.

In conclusion, T remain hopcful that the United Nations Security Council will
continue to be active and alert with respect to the difficult situation in Georgia. T
avail myself of this opportunity to once again express to you my most sincere |
gratitude and respect.

(Signed) Edward Shevardnadze
19 March 2001
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Oprasmsanus O6seMHCHHRX Hamwit Sr20011245
\, Coser Be3onacHOCTH Distz.: General
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\Xé _é(/ Russian

Original: English

Mucbmo ITOCTOSIHAOTO TpeACTaABATENS I'pysan
npu Opranuianuu O6penunenAbix Hanui

ot 19 mapTa 2001 roaa Ha HMA IIpencenarenst
CopeTa Be3omacHOCTH

HMMelo 4ecTL HacTosWuM [PETIPOBONTE KOMKIO [1MCHMA TPEe3HICHTA [py3unu
r-na Dnyapua llleBapnuanie ot 19 mapta 2001 roga B OTHOWICHHMH BO3TJIABNAEMOTO
Opranuaauueﬁ O6bcauncHublX Hallkii MBpHOTO npouecca B AbBxazuu, [py3dd
(cm™. TPHIOXKCHUE).

Byty npusHarenen 3a pacnpocrpaaeun’e HACTOSUICTO [IMCHME W TIPHIIOKCHHA K
HeMy B Ka4eCTBC AOKyMCHTS CogeTa He30MacHOCTH.

(ITodnucs) TleTp Yxennse
[Mocon
TIocTOAHRHBIR MPEACTABHTCID

01-29409 (R) 190301 190301
*0129409%
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lpunoxenne x nucemy Ilocrosmroro npencraearens Cpyzuu
npu Opranusannu O6pennnrennbix Haumii o1 19 mapta 2001 roaa
na ums Ilpeacenarensn Cosera Besonacrocru

Sl uckpenne pan eue OAHOA NPCHOCTABAEKHON BO3MONKHOCTH obpatnTses K
dTOMy  yBaxaeMoMy ¢opyMy M xoTem 6Ll BHpasuTh MOK  [yGOKYIO
NIPH3HATENEHOCTE 32 [MPOSIBIACHHBIC BAMM 0CO00€ JIpyXeckoe OTIIOLICHUC H
NOARCPAKKY I'Py3uH B pewrenu ee npobnem.

Hacrosluee 3acenanue ARNfercs MarMSmmmIM OTpaxeHMeM AyXa Cammuta
TeicaueneTus Opranusauuun OGbeiMHEHHHIX Hauui, ma xoTopom MCXIyHapoAHOe
COOGLIECTBO 0COGO MONHEPKHYNO TC OMACHOCTH, KOTODHIE TNPENCTABNNIOT AN
MEXKIYHAPOAHOr0 MHPa 1 GE30NACHOCTH Hepa3PeIENHBIC KOHDIUKTAL,

CamMut  TuicSYeneTHs  GbuLn UpsAMbIM  CBHAETENLCTBOM  TOro,  4TO
MEXIYHAPOAHOC COOBIECTBO XEN2ET K TOTORO RLINOMIIHTE 3amavy SamMuThl MIHpa OT
HaCHnusl, HE3ABHCHMO OT TOTO, KAKOBK Cro HPUYMHBEl —  3ITHHUECKHE,
TCPPUTOPHANBHEIE HITK DENHTHOIILIE.

HceMmoTps Ha xonoccansHble YCHITUS, HH YHCNO KOHQHKTOB, HA HHCNO XepTR
K0AQAUKTOB 32 MOCNEHEe TeCATHICTHE HE COKPATHJ/OCE.

AMeHHO  43-38  «33MOPOXKEHHEIX KOWDITHKTOB» [OMOXKEHHE MUATHOHOB
OexxeHLIEB W TEPEMEIeITHLIX JIHIl IPOO/DKAET OCTaBATECH GecTBeHHbIM. C KamubIM
TONIOM STH OTYAABIMKECS NIOAK BCe OnmMe W 6amxc K TOMY, YTOOHI MOTEPATH
nociefnye Ragexacl. Her rreobxonumocTn rosopute 0 TOM, UTO AaHHAS npobaema
HpepaTa CephC3HbIMHU rnodanbHbIMH NOCHICNCTBHSAMH.

51 He BMXKY HHKaKOR Apyrof ANLTCPHATHBbL, KPOME K&K COMTEPEKHBATh NHUHY IO
TPareavio Kaxporo 4eNnoBcxa M NpeANpUHHMATE COBMECTHBIC ACHCTBHA B LENAX
npeononenus obmux npobnem.

BmecTe ¢ TeM Ha WacTOSmMA MOMCHT A NOJDKEH ¢ TMyBOKHM COXaiEHHEM
OTMETUTE, YTO, HCCMOTPs H& MHOrOYHUCNEHHEIe pesontounu Copera BeaomachocTH,
MONOKEHHE B AGXa3uM, I'Dysus, ocractcs kpaiise HANMPROKENMIEIM, a npobaema
Hepemenioi. Mupubiit npouece, pakrTuaecku, 3auren s TynuK:

K coxaneunto, npu NOMICPIKKE MHOCTPAHHEIX DEAKIHOHHBIX CHUJT abXazckHit
PEXHM NPOAO/IKAET YIOPHO MpenebperaTs MHPHbIM POLECCOM H NEMOHCTPATHBHO
NPHAEPKABACTCA HENPEKNOHHOR H 6ECKOMIPOMHCCHOH NOZUIHH,

PesyneTaThi — ASCATKM THICSY OTHWASBIMHXCH MIOAEH, M3THAHMBIX H3 KX
PORHLIX 3EMENb W H3HYPEHHEIX OT HaNpPacHbIX OXKHISHWA BO3BPALICHMA AOMOH, —
[OJIHOCTBIO HECOBRMECTHMEI C 1YXOM HOBOIO TEICAYENETHS.

Co cBocH CTOPOHBI ME CcuHTaeM, uTo AafbHefilTue YCHIus clienyeT
TPpCANPHHUMATE MO JABYM OCHORHBIM HanpasJICHUAM: NOCTHXEHHC COrMIalleHUs o
NOJNUTHHECKOM cTatyce AGXa3uM (IpH MONHOM YBakCHHM CYBEpeHHTETA H
TEPPHTOPHANBHOH UENOCTHOCTH [pysun u  Ge30roBOpowHOE M  1OCTOMHOE
BO3BpalleHKe BCex Gexenues u BHIHYXIEHHBIX MEpPEeCENICHUCE B CBOY JIoMa.

Uto kacacrcx nepworo Bompoca, MBI cunTEEM, uTO OPpraHH3aUMK
Ofenunennsix Hauuli cnenyer NOATOTOBHTE HOKYMCHT € H3JIOMEHHEM OCHOBHbIX
{IPHHUHNTIOB pacnipeneneiis KOHCTMTYUMORHEIX MOMHOMOuMH Mexay TOunucH u
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Cyxymu, W OO ero mpeacTasieHua ctopouam CoseTy besomacHocrn chelyeT
0BCYUTEL DTOT LOKYMEHT H ONOOpHUTSL cro.

dKenarensiio Taxxke, 4To6e B xonc obcyxaenus B Coscte besonacnoctH
sonpoca 06 Abxasuu, I'pysus, & Takike B HTOroBOH PE3OIOUHH Oblna OTpaskeHa
Heo6XOMHMOCTb TOTQ, YTOOL! CTOPOHbI HAIUTH BBIXO H3 CYUSCTBYIOIIErO TYNHKa H
JHOCTHTITH peam:.ﬁor'o rfparpecca B 3TOM BOfIpoOCe. Mr1 CUHMTAEM, HTO JIOKYMCHT O
pa3AeNeHUH KOHCTHTYLHOHHbIX MONIIOMOUHH AONKEH CTaTh OCHOBOH AN Gynymero
npouccca [eperoBopos.

Tskencilllie ycnoBus, B KOTOPLIX HAXOZATCs B HACTOAUlEE BpCMA dosee
300 000 Gescelnnen ¥ BbIHYKIEHHEX TIEPECCACHUEB, H WX KpaHHC HEONpeleneHHoc
Gynymee TpeOyoOT ¢ Hamed CTOPOHb pEMIMTENsHWX MEP ANs ofecncucHu:
BEITIONIHCHHUSA HBIHEUIHUM abxasckum pCﬂ(HMOM €ro 06}{3&T€JIBCTB, COCTOALLHX
rnasdblM  o6pasomM B obecnedewwn 6c3  BCAKMX YCNOBHH  BO3BpauleHHs
flepeMeuI I HEIX JHUL B UX 3aKOHHLIC MCCT8 XHTeNsCcTsa. bonee T0ro, He MoXeT 6b1TH
HHKAKOH CBA3W MeXIy BOMPOCOM O MOJHTHuUcCKoM cratyce Abxasuu, 'py3nd, H
HEOTBEMNEMEIM NPaBoOM 6C)KCH[[E!B H BLIHYXAEHHBIX TepeccncHuUes Ha BO3BPALLUCHHC
B CBOH Joma.

MEI HamCeMCH, 4TO TIOBEINCHHBIE MHTEPEC MEXIYHApOUHOro coobmecTsa K
npobnemam I'py3un MO3BOMMT HAM HCIONE3OBATL BCC PECYPCE, neobxonumbie AN
CORCHCTBUA MHDHOMY Npolccey, CPelM KOTOPRX 0C060€ MEcTo OTBOUMTCA Mepam
yKpEIJeHHs DOBCPHS. :

SIATuHCKAN CAMMHT, KOTOpbii GblI TPOBEACH Npy NEACTBHTENLHO APYKECKOH
noAnepKKe TPABUTCALCTBA YKPAHHEL, @ TakoKe MUTOTH COOTBCTCTBYIOUIWX BCTPEY B
Ipeurr ¥ Typuud MOKa3LIBAIOT, YTO MNPIMEIE KOHTAKIHl, B TOM HHC/IC MeXKIY
NPCACTABATENAMH PasNHuHbiX C10eB OfecTsa, HMEKT OTPOMHBIA IOTEHUHAN. B
Jefle BEITONHCHUA OPHHATEIX PEUICHUE 0CO00 BaXHOC 3HAa4YEHHWe HMcCT A06pas
BOJISL, ¥ NPOARIEHHE KOTOPOH CleNyeT mnoowpsrs, & BO MHOTMX CJIyHaAX —
HactoaTentHo tpcbosars.

S xoren 61 Boipasurs MOKX 0cofyl0 npU3HATENBEHOCTH NPABUTESBLCTBY
VKpayuHbl 32 yCTCLIHY 0 OPraRH3anHIo SIATUHCKOTO CaMMHTA.

B saxniOMeHHe A Xody cKa3ars, 4TO s mo-npcxkHeMy Waxelocs, 4To Comer
BesonacHocTy Oprauusauuu OObenunennsix Haun# OyaeT npoLOJIXaTh aKTHBHO
30HUMABTLCS M BHMMATENIBHO CHEAHTH 32 CJOXIBIM NOJNOXEHHEM B I'pyaﬂn.
llonLayacs 3TOH BO3IMOXKHOCTBIO, i €llle pas XoTeA Obl BLIPASHTL MO0 Camyio
HCKPGHHIO):O NMPU3IHATENLHOCTD H yBaXeHue.

19 mapTa 2001 rozna

([Todnucsy) Dnyapa Uerapananse
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