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1. The Purposes of the Present report ire twofold: (a) to give the Counci] g
brief account of the initial effortg to implement the mandate of the United
Nationg Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) ang (b) to outlipe the efforts to
start g Political Process and the implicationg of the new situation that hag

arisen ag g resulet of the collapse of the Cease~fire and the ensujng military
advancesg by the Abkhaz party.

dated 6 August (5/26250). 1p Paragraph 2 of that regolution, the Council
defined UNoMTG:g mandate as followg:

"(c) To report to the Secretary—General on the implementatiop of itg
mandate, including, ip particular, violationa of the cease-firg agreement " .

3. In her letter of 31 August 1993 (s/26392), the President of the Security
Council confirmaed the Council‘g acceptance of my nomination of Brigadier-ceneral

Brigadier-ceneral Hvidegaard took up his command in Sukhumj °n 10 September. He

the time
authorized 83 United Nations military observera faor UNOMIG, an advance team of 9

Abkhazia, Pursuant to Tesolution 854 (19%3) of 6 August 1993. The team had
arrived in the migeion area °n 8 August ang established itg headquarters in the
town of Sukhumj. Soon after jts arrival, and ip agreement with both parties,
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the advance team initiated regular road patrels in the confljet area in order to
monitor compliance with. the cease-fire agreed upon on 27 July. as envipaged in
the cease-fire agreement, the observers conducting these Patrole establjished
liaison with the trilateral Georgian-Abkhaz-Rugsian interim monitoring groups
rasponsible for the supervision of the cease-fire on the ground. Following the
establishment of the trilateral "Joint Commigsion® on 5 August, the leader of
the team participated in its work on a regular baais in an obgerver capacity.

5. The initfal reports receivaed from the advance team during the month of
August confirmed that the cease-fira was holding, with the interim monitoring
groups apparently Playing an effective role in {ts Supervision on the ground.
Similarly, the Joint Commission seemed capable of finding Practical solutions to

complaints were made by the parties alleging non-compliance with various
provisions. 1In Particular, there were fraquent and increaningly vocal charges
of delays in the withdrawal of heavy weapons or equipment. pg a result, the
parties requested the Russian Federation, whose representative presided over the
meetings of the Joint Commiseion, to provide logistical assistance with a view
to speeding up the removal of such weaponry and equipment. while UNOMIG
confirmed that such support was forthcoming in different forms, including ehips
and other means of transport, as well as fuel, complaints continued to

be levelled by the Abkhaz side concerning the glow pProgress of removal.

6. At the same time, the Joint Commisgion became deadlocked over other
important aspects of the ceaga-fire agreement, Particularly ¢oncerning the
demand made by the Abkhaz side for the Prompt return to prior pParliamentary
arrangements in Sukhumi and the insistence of Georgia on the quick return of
refugees to Abkhazia. By the second week of September, differences between the
parties had become serious enough to paralyse the Joint Commission, which held
its last meeting on 9 September; and the interim monitoring groups began
disintegrating gshortly afterwards as a consequence of disagreements and
hostilities among the members, thusg Setting the stage for the failure of the
cease-fire.

7 While UNOMIG was still in the early stages of deployment, the cease-fire
broke down on 16 Septembar, when Abkhas forces, with armed support from outside
Abkhazia, launched attacks on Sukhumi and Ochamchira. Notwithetanding the ecall
by the President of the Security Council in his statement of 17 September
(8/26463) for the immediate cessation of hostilities and his condemnation of the
violation of the cease-fire by the Abkhag side, fighting continued. ag a regult

of the intensity of the shelling and cother hostilities, the UNOMIG observers
were obliged to suspend all patrols as of 17 September.

8. In the next few days, the military situation developed rapidly, with
serious loses of life among the civilfan Population of the Sukhumi and Ochamchira
areas. The Georgian authorities made appeals for assistance to the Russejiap
Federation, to the Conference on Security anq Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) and -
by a personal letter from the Georgian Head of State, Mr. Bduard Shevardnadze -
to me. The Abkhaz side ignored all calls to halt the military action, and on

All efforts by the Georgian forces to defenq their remaining positions in
Abkhazia ceased on 1 oOctobar.
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suspended following the breakdown of thq ceagse-fire on 1¢g September. The

f UNOMIG stands at 312 military observers. At present, jtg
effactive strength in Sukhumi is limjiteq te four military obeervers, including
the Chier Military Observer, and four ¢ivilians. geven observers remain in
Scchi, where they were when the hostilitjes resumed, and one in Tbilist.

necassary. They proposed that, if necessary, tha Rusgian military contingent
temporarily deployed in the conflict tone could be uged 48 an internationa)
paaca~keeping force. Baefore this letter was circuylated ag a document and befora
the proposal was considered by the Security Couneil, hostilities resumed on

16 September, :

general breakdown of the caase~fire ang the c011upse’of the tripartitermachinery
rasponsibla for its implemantation. A2 a matter of Priority, I am exploring
with the partieg &nd with the Russian Federation the Possible need for ang
usefulness of the €ontinuing Presence of UNOMIG with a revised mandate adipted
to the radically changed circumatances. In thig cdnnection, I am algo mindfu),
of course, of the conditiong stipulateq jp Paragraph 3 of resclution 858 (1993,
making the extension of UNOMIG’s mandate beyond three months contingent on

12. Meanwhile, 71 Propose to maintain the present Strength of UNOMIG ip 8ukhumi,
where the Chief¢ Military Observar hag already'eatabliahed contact with military
and civjlian officials wheo arrived after the capture of the city by abkhaz
forces. He hag been assureq of thajir Cooperation and that UNOMIG will enjoy
freedom of movement jin monitoring the 8ituatijon there. Thig Presence will
Snsure that pertjinent information from the ground ig avallable when I formulate
my recommendations to the 8acurity‘council on the future role ang etatus of

13. 1In late July, my Special Envoy, Ambassador Edoyard Brunner, visited the
region for discusgions with both Parties to the conflict as wel] as with
officials from the Russian Federation. pe had further discussions in Moscow on
3 August with the Deputy Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation,

Mr. Boris Pastukhov, anpq other interlocutors. A3 I reportad to the Counei) op
6 RAugust (5/26264), both the Georgian ang the Abkhaz Parties supporteq a first
round of negotiatiens in Geneva. . Pastukhov alge agreed that that process

and vénu + he preferreq to wait ang Bae how the Cease-fire wag faring before
taking a pogition.

Fan.s
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Aindicated that it would Accept, provided that both the partieq accepted. The

#uch talks would pe "Premature” ap the Georgians had not withdrawn al) their
military €quipment from Abkhazia in accordance with the cease—flre'agreement of
27 July. :

15. After the violation of the Cease-fire on 16 September, Mr. Brunner made
further effortg to call the Participants togethar, Proposing to hoilgq a first

16. on 29 September 1 discussed tha'situaticn with the Minigter for Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation, Mr. Andrei Kazyrev, during his visit to
United Nations Headguarters in New York. I have also discugged it with other
concarned partien. My Special Envoy has continuad hig effortg to Pursua a
negotiated settlement ang hopes to be able to bring the parties to the conflict
to a venue outaidezthe region in the near future for 8eéparate talkg to explora

17. &s indicated in the statement iesued by Ry Spokesman on 24 September 1993,
I have been greatly saddened by the suffering inflicted on the innocent civilian
Population in the conflict area ag a result of the renewal of hostilities, 1
vag Particularly shocked by the deliberate attacks on Georgian aircraft on three
consecutive daya, which resulted in a heavy tol]l of human life. g deeply
deplore the killing of Mr, Zhiuly Shartava, Chairman of the Defence Council ang
Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Rapublic of Abkhazia, and other personsg
who remained jn Sukhumi after 27 September. There are also alarming reports of
atrocities ang allegations of ethnic cleansing which, if confirmed, deserve the
condemnation of the international community. oOnee again, I call upon the Abkhaz
leadership to exercise maximum restraint Tegarding the civilian Populatiaon
remaining in Sukhumi anq elsewhere in Abkhazia.

18. I am also distressed by reports of the large numbers of civilians who have
been displaced. The exact numbers are not known but it has been estimated that
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food, warm €lothing, medical suppliesg and logistjc 8upport for the transport of
relief supplies, A United Nations reljes flight has been organized.





