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that the Supreme Council and Council of Miristers of the Abkbaz Autonomous
Republic &n Thllisi were the sole legit.img%f BLats o r.ﬁ“ A SV
administration and expressed the interests of the population of NoiKben

resolution recoswmended, jnter alis, that Abkhaxia be given far-resching (u%ﬁﬁémy

within the ¢ramework of & unifigd Georgian State, including its cwn
conetitution, parliament, higher executive and judiciary bodige, anthem, flag,

Ao,

coat of arms and other Btara attributes, ag well as its ewn jurisdiction in
econemic, social, financial and tax questions,

i0. The Abkhaz leader, Mr. Ardzinba, characterized this resaluobion as an -
attempt to disrupr the peace process, as in his view it contradicbed X Wbkt
of the agreements already sigued within the frumewoyk of ‘ﬁiilﬁ‘*’“'l' &

- S e F
1. The Council of Heuds of State of CIS met in Mescow on 17 May ‘TO84 ard
adopted a decision on the presence of the collective pincnvkgggiggfigfﬁil
canflict zone in Abkhaz'sx, Georgia {(gee $/1996/371, annax 1), by which 1€,
inter aijg, decided to call upon the parties(Co the conflict ta aceelerate "he
a8gotiation process with a view to ensuring 3 political settlemant with the
Russian Pederavion acting asg facilizator.

Py @ CH
————

i A memora&ndum o MeaguUres for satablishing gecority and smtrangthening mutusl

confidence among the parties Lo the GEOrgian-osestian confliat waz sigmed in
MeaGaw on 16 MRy 1996 by the represencacives of Lhe Gsuryian and South-Cesetian
gides, as well 2§ by the representacivas 5f the Russian Paderation, OSCE and the
Tepresentatives of the Republic of North Osgetia-Alania, actinmg es wmadigtors.

In subgtance, the mamorardum wgtablishas {mpartant cenfidence -building TR ULES
such &g the speeding up of the rarturn of refugese and displaced persons, the
establishment ¢f 2 demil:tarized zons and the holding of bilateral mmetings on a
nunbDer of isgues

i3 On X June 1596, the “residents of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and the
Russian Fedwration met .- Kizlovodg< 2ussian Federation, and adopred a
declaration entitled “For Inter-ethai: Accord. Feaca, and Boonomic and Custural
Cooperarion in the Caulazus® (see A/51'162-3/1596/425%, annex) . by which the
signatories, jnter al:a. declared theiy firm regolve to promote lmating peace
and etability in the Ciucasus The lsaders of the North Caucasisn republics of

tne Russian Federation also participated in the Xislovodsk mesting .

\ IIT. HUMANITARIAM 5ITURTION
14 United Nations agsncies, nen-governmental orgenizations and the
Intemmational Committes of the Red Croas (ICRC) continued to implemant
multigectorsl humanitarian assistancs progremmes throughout Abkhagzia. The
United Nations Children's Pund (UNICEE) has carried our vaocination and

imhunization programmas, and the World Food Programme (WFP) continuad te sddress
TRZ'EiiEf;TE‘—r1§a—ZR“zhe regicr

Vi
13. ©On 3L May 13%8, the United Netions consolidated inter-agency appeal fog)the
Caucasus, covering the peziod June 1996 through May 1837, wae lsunched. The
appeal. which addresses the immediate needs of interrally displacad persons, as
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road (known ss the M-27} croseing the sector. Some of the observere have been
reassigned to othar mectors within the Mission' s ares of respongibility. Im all
othsr respacts, the Mimsion‘'s deployment remains ag described in Wy Teport af

15 April 1996 (8/1996/2894) .

20. The Mig8ion continues to cperate at i1t ‘yll authorizad strength of

136 military obeervers drawn from 23 gountries /see annex) . accau;;“bt the
effects of the mine problem on the Mission's activiries and pending the arrival
of the engire4ring equipment and personnel to deal with the mine threat (see
pars. 18 below}, tha normal rotation of the observers will be delayed slightly
in the coming momths.

21.  The withdrawal of the tosam hapes from the Gali sector has had.a hﬂﬁbot of
rapercussions, the most serious of which bas been that the uu-mum
deprived of a source of reliable information and is incapable of verifying most
of the incidencs that take place in that secter. The G2lL mestor headquarters
depeads on the CI§ peace-Keeping force, the Abkhaz militia &nd the clvilian
iniscration for information about the situation in Gali  wWhile it maiftains
elaticns with these groups., informseion received from them ie not alweye
timely or fully relisble. It alec has tc be raported that 2 sense of imsecurity
and disillusionment haz developed 1n the population of the nearby villages in
the wake of the withdrawal of the Gali team baseg. On the othar hand, che
transfer of cbserveres from the Gall sector to the Zugdidi sector enableg the
Mission to cover additional unoificial crogging points over the Inguri river and
s gain anformatien from the local populacion abeout the situation on the west

side of the river

22. On 16 April. UNOMIG reopened the);gémwgggé at Redyara in the Koderd vallaey,.
which had been closed during the wint=r months. Since thern, patrols have bean
wgll-received by the local populstion. Because of ths time reguired to resch

the valley, these patrolz operate for pericds of between twe o four davs at a

Lime

23. The scheduled weekxly mnaeringgd. chaired By the Chief Military Obmerver of
UNOMIG, between the Chisf of the 2Zugdidi pclice and the Head of the Gali militia
{ues S/1996/284  pava 39 have led to an increased willingness by beth sides
joiwntly to fight criminalicy Similarly, the weekly quadripartite msetings,
chaired by the Force Commander of the CI§ peace-keeping foroce, between the Chief
Militery Observer and the heads of the Zugdidi and Gali adminiatratiome (ibid.,
para. 10}, have served to build confidence and perwmit discussions on common
problems of security and exchange of bostages, as well 23 on humanitarian
igsuen .

24, UNOMIG has continued te cooperalteée with UNHCR and ICRC and other
Reqular meestings with these organjizations

te EEL exchange of information regarding bBeoth the gacurity situation in
f operation and che Mission's activities. In addition, UNOMIG ’
continued to forward tO_gg}EEiEg:@?Einxratlanl winformation on Cases that sequire
these organitations’ assglgtance An&MﬁrovidaA“thtm with suppoTi as necessary,
UNOMIG medical tesme have continued to provide their services to tha local
population throughout the Mission arsa, (Acluding the town of Geli.
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25. The alrcraft made gvailable by the Government of Switzerland (5/19986/32864¢,
para. 27) is now operationsl aad 15 being uged to transport observers, cdiviliaen
staff snd cargo to and from the HMigzion ares.

V. SI1TUATION ON THE ZROUND

A Geaeral

26. The situation has remained ungettled in the Gali yector ang g
in the Zugdidi sector. In the former, UNOMIG ia still reportigd 1
including acte of murder, robbery, looting. .xtorca{”‘iﬁgt :
which are clearly mot condu€ive to the retwrn of refugess 4
displeced persons. The Abkhaz militia nas little control ovex thid xeflsh

the lack of viaible authority and sffective policing snables verious cEisd
groups to operate with a large measure of impunity. This general lack of
security is reported to have led te the ebtablishment of unefficial "emlt-
defence groups” in mome villageg. Because of its present inability to patrol
the Call sector, UNOMIG doss not have detailed knowledge about Lhése Jroups, but
it 18 making every effort to abfain additionai informatidﬁ:

27 None of the UNGMIG military observers wag a vi.ct.m of violent crime during
the reporting par:od. Howaver, it is the Chief Military Obgarver's agsessment
rhat this 13 due more to the reduced level of patroliing in the Gali sector than
to & gereral impravemant in safurity.

3. Secupraty aag restracled w2epong IQNEE

28 The security and restricted wedpons 2oned on &ich side of the lnguri river

contimue to be alffecced by different sets of problems. In the Gali secter,

violent crime remains the principal lssue of concern. while in the Zugdidi

sector Che main problem has bsan the continuing plight of imtmrnally displaced

persong in the six main Camps and in loeal villages. While many bundreds of

smrernally displaced parsonsg Cross the Inguri river during the day in qrder to

tend their fields or maintain their houses on tne cther bank, they generslly

‘§eturn to the jggtmrstive gecurity of the Georgian sidse at aight .}’

19 mgmbers of ths Council will recall cthat, at the time of &y last repoxt.

UNGMIG was involved in protracted n otiationg for'tha gxchange of hostages (aes

S/1936/284, pava. 33) . Om 8 April, the Abkbaz side exchanged 28 hostages and

y sorpses for 2 #oldiars held by the Georgian side A second exchangs on

26 April invelved tive Georgian [isheymen arrasted tar atyayisng into AbRBA&Z
srritoridl waters’, whe wers mxchanged in return for five AbKhas citigans who

had been taken in retaliation.

Jo  puring the reporting period. both aidec vinlated the Moscow agresment of

14 May 1994 " rhere wars 5 viclations by the Abknaz side and 42 by the Gacrgasn
side The majority of the Georgian violations were committed by off-duty and
wrareed scldiars Who antersd Lhe sacurity sone igghpg}fﬁgglpgggyaes. In all but

two capes, thnesas viglations were protessted on the spot.
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sides have expressed concsrn &bout the obgerverg’ sacurity, it f= clear, for the
veasons I stated, that naither has the capacity to awsist the Hissiom . —
substantially., As the Gouncil is aware, the Head of Mission Nus also had
WESEings with the rglevant authorities in Mowcow o gee whather the assistance

of the Ci18 peaca-keeping force could be enligted Lo ATprove the gagurity of
UNOMIG personnel in Che area whare that force 13 deployed. These sduthorities
have Tessed willi to 15t UNOMIG provided that their services are

paid for by the United Mations. Bearing in mind the requirement that a
commercially contracted mine-clearing unit should be undar the nd and
control of the Bead of Mission and in view of the nature of rhe wandake of

UHOMIG, it was decided to purs%r other arrangements,

38, A team of demining experts from the Secretariat visited che -asf Satisen

23 April and 8 May to traln THe obgervers in mine avareness end ths ife pf mine-
detection equipment. On the Dssis of the team s recommendations and (B 1ight of
the Head of Mimsion's discumsions. it hag new been decided to provide the b,
Migsion with both mins-protected vehicles and some engineering support. It im
anticipated that the sngineers, whose task will b¢ to undertike daily road

clearing, wilil be accommodated within the auchorized gtrength of the Riggien and

?E?E'?E;?'Vili be deployed with thely own mine-detection vehicles and related
equipment . A concept of operdtions cam be finaliraed only when it has been
sgreed which Governmeat will contribute the engineering support and mine-
detection equipment. Thig arrangem™ent, when fully operative, should snable
UNOMIG to vesume patrolling the Gali sector a: slmost the same level BF
aperational sffectivepmsusy as previously and should remain in effect for the long
term, Mowever I 4o not wigh to conceal from thes Coumcil that while it will
substancially improve the gacurity of the observers. some risk will continue o

aximt .

3%, In the.r gémezcheg of May 1338 to Preaident Shevardnadie and My, Ardzinba
(see para. 6 above! ..e representatives of the greup of *“Friends of gmoygia* 1o
Teilisi conveysd TRelY respective GOVArMMeNnts' corcerif &t the detsrisration of
security conditions in the Sal: region and demarded that the partiea take steps

te prevent aine-laying.

$0. As already reported (see para. 11 above). the Council of Heads of Etace of
CI5 adopted on 17 May 1996 2 deciaion on the presence of the CIS peace-keeping
force in the conflict zome in Abkhazia, Georgia (see §/1996/371, annex I). By
that decision, the Couneil decided that, with the consent of the parties, ths
“demarcation of minefields and mine clearance in the territory of Abkhavia,
Georgia. with the assiscance of the United Metione and in cooperation of the
iocal autheritiss® ghowuld Be sdded to the mandate of the CIS pesce-kaepling :
force. In discussions with relsvant authorities in Moscow, the Head of Miapion
hae ascertained Chat Che phrase “assistance of the United Hations” should be
understocd te refar to the f{insncial sesistance of the United ¥atioow. The
Council furthermore decided to instruct "the parties te tha conflict, with the
agsistance of the [Cl$ peace-kesping force] in the conflict xone in Abkhazia,
Georgis, to take additional mzasures to ensure the safety of the persenuel of
the United Raciona Observer Mission in Gesrgla in the ggrtormnnCt af thair 7
dutias®, The Head of Miselon has baen informed that the feouﬁlict tong” rslates
only to the security zZone (n the UROMIG area of rzgponeibility.
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draty protocol, and consider ways of Moving the peace pracess forvard. The
tesident Depury will intensify his discussicns with both nides in the hope that

it will then become pessiole fo
them

£ m?wgbéﬁiii‘ﬂnvoy to convene discussions with

3%. The mine threat i1a the Sali secror ;s serious and i5 not confined to a
limited azea. Not only 18 it preventing UNGMIG frem ivplementing its mandate
fully, but it could &.30 have grave humanicarian consequences when the
repatriation of rafugees and internally displaced persons finally resumas.
Although arrargements are being made ro improve the obgerverg’

Patrolling can be resumed, rhis will not prevent the laying of nines. I

therefore appeal urgently to all comcerned to put an end to a ﬁrlcﬁicélihqt
lsopardizes the lives of the local population and of {ngggggg;ggg;,giyiltqg and
military personnel and prevants the Migaion from carrying out ite mandate to the

full,

56. As I have gaid repeatedly in previgys reperts. it is only the partles that
can establieh peace, and they mus:t do :t through dialogue and mutual
Accommodation  The current lack of prograse alls into guestion how serious
th@y are in their search for paaca Nor are additional measures by the United
Nationg to irprove cenditieéns in the seoyrity and rectricted weapons tones
likely to prove effactive un.ess the Darries demonstrats the necessary will to
cooperate. Tt must also be pointed 9yt that the Ffinancial situaticon of the
Organization is such that ! cannoc “ontinue to request resources for peacemaking
and peace-keeping 'n siruat:ons where “here .2 little prospeer of making

arsgress,
57. 1n_the hope that the pasties can still be persvaced teo help reactivate the
PE3ce progeas. I resommend that the Securicy Council extend the mandate of
UNOMIG until 31 January 1397 Since, nowever, rhe mandate of the CIs paace-

.

)
Keeping force will expire on .3 July, 1396, the extensior of the mandate of
UNOMIG should be scbjest to an early teview by the Council, if decisions are
taken to charge the mandaze of saat force, I shall, of course keep the
Security Council i1nformed of devalspments in this Tegard

58 I conclusion I saculd like To Cake this opportwiity to thank my Special
fnvoy, Ambassader Edscard Brunner. bis Deputy and the Head of Misgion of UNOMIG,
My L;v:u Rota, and che Chief Military Obaerver, Major-General Per RAllstrdm, aw
well a8 all the milirary and civilian personnel under their command, for thair
centinued ded:cation gng'peggqu;grgg‘in caryying out, under difficult
cordltions. the TasXE entrusted to them by the Security Council.
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' of the igns Observ

in Georgia at 24 June :$%¢

2t Military
&) X SELV
WNtX ‘ ob

Albania
Austria
Bangladash
Cuba

Czéch Republic
Danmavrs
Egypt
France
germany
Greece
Hungary
lndonesia
Jordan
Pak.ztan

-~

L.-awa-.nutmuo._"_.

~d

poland
Republic of Xoraa
Rugs:an Federation

TN @ @ o,

»
—

Sweden
gwitzeriand

TUrKey
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

b
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United States of America
uruguay

Total 138 8/

3/ The deploymant of military observers may vVary owing to rotations,





